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Before Courcel went on leave in April 1884 he was honoured
with an interview with Bismarck, and was on such good terms
with him that even when a few months later the German flag
was insulted by the Paris mob during the national festival
celebrations, his explanations and regrets were graciously
received and accepted.1 Such were Franco-German relations
at the time of Lord Ampthill's death. Their cordiality can per-
haps best be understood in relation with the growing colonial
animosity between Germany and Great Britain.
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